Campus Mirror vol. XVII no. 4: January 1941 by unknown
Campus Mirror
Published During the College Year by the Students of Spelman College. Atlanta, Georgia
VOL. XVII JANUARY. 1941 No. 4
Dr. Art hur Dies in Atlanta
Dr. Samuel Howard Archer, president
emeritus of Morehouse College since Oc¬
tober 1. 1938. died January 15 at his
home at 138 Ashby Street, Southwest,
Atlanta. Georgia. He was in his seventy-
first year.
At the time of his retirement from the
presidency of Morehouse College in 1938,
I)r. Archer had concluded his thirty-
third year of service to Morehouse Col¬
lege, during which time he had been
professor of mathematics, football coach,
secretary of the faculty, director of the
summer school, purchasing agent, dean,
acting president and president. This last
position lie held for seven years prior
to his retirement. For eleven months in
1918-19 he was at the head of Morehouse
College as acting president when Dr.
John Hope was overseas, and again in
1930-31 he served in this capacity be¬
fore he was elected to the presidency.
Horn in Petersburg, V irginia, Decem¬
ber 23. 1870. Dr. Archer attended the
schools in that city, and con¬
tinued his education at Wayland Acad¬
emy in Washington, D. C., where for
two years he was a student-teacher.
From Wayland he went to Colgate Uni¬
versity in Hamilton, New York, where
lie was graduated in 1902 with the de¬
gree of bachelor of arts. While in col¬
lege, Dr. Archer became prominent in
athletics, playing for three years as
guard on the varsity eleven. He was ac¬
tive also as a debater, and because of
his exceptional platform ability, was
chosen to be one of the speakers at his
commencement. In 1923 he received the
honorary degree of master of arts from
Morehouse College, and in 1932 Colgate
honored him with the degree of doctor
of divinity.
Following his graduation from Col¬
gate. Dr. Archer taught mathematics for
three years at Roger A illiams Univer¬
sity in Nashville, Tennessee. He then
joined the Morehouse faculty, just one
year before Dr. John Hope became its
president. For thirty-one years he was a
Warner Lawson, Bernard
Mason to Give Joint
Recital at Spelman
Spelman College has announced the
forthcoming appearance of Warner Law-
son, pianist, and Bernard Mason, violin¬
ist, in a joint recital to be held on Fri¬
day evening, January 31, in Howe Me¬
morial Hall. Both of these artists are
well known in musical circles through¬
out the country.
Mr. Lawson, son of the distinguished
pianist, Dr. R. Augustus Lawson, is one
of the great Negro pianists of the pres¬
ent day. His rich background of study
was gained during the period he was in
college at Fisk, Yale, and Harvard Uni¬
versities; and under Artur Schnabel,
famed pianist in Berlin, Germany. The
Hartford Times has w^ritten of Mr. Law-
son: “Mr. Lawson’s ideals are built upon
solid musicianship and he showed in ev¬
ery way the careful and skillful train¬
ing of his noted father, R. Augustus
Lawson. In his pianistic scope of vision
he also showed a wisdom and a power of
interpretation that added much to the
impressiveness of his delivery”.
Bernard Mason has given concerts ex¬
tensively during the past ten years. He
has been acclaimed by critics throughout
the country as an unusually fine and tal¬
ented violinist. A native of Des Moines,
Iowa, Mr. Mason began the study of the
violin under the instruction of Ada Als-
bury, one of the foremost violin teachers
of the day. After years of intensive study,
he entered Drake University as a special
student working with Arcule Sheusby,
now head of the violin department at
Northwestern University. In 1933, Mr.
Mason completed his course at the Ober-
lin Conservatory of Music, under the
guidance of Raymond Cerf, eminent Bel
gian violinist.
close friend and colleague of Dr. Hope,
and when the latter resigned from the
presidency of Morehouse College in
1931. Mr. Archer was the unanimous
choice of the Board of Trustees to be¬
come the fifth president of this institu¬
tion. In announcing the election of Mr.
Archer. Dr. Prank A. Smith, secretary
of the Board of Education of the Ameri¬
can Baptist Home Mission Society, said.
“We feel it a deserved promotion for one
(Continued on I’age 2 )public
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Editorial
One of the problems in our daily col¬
lege life that is becoming more and
more serious is the matter of applauding
chapel talks. We used to applaud all
chapel talks, whether applause was ap¬
propriate or inappropriate, using no dis¬
crimination whatsoever. The only thing
that would keep us from clapping would
be a prayer at the end of the speech.
Now it seems to be a question as to
whether we will applaud anyone at all,
at any time, unless perhaps the speaker
is some very, very outstanding person
who has come from quite a distance, and
whose picture appeared in the paper the
previous morning.
Our chapel exercises are not so for¬
mal and austere that applause is entirely
out of order, although there are times
when it is inappropriate. Judgment and
discrimination should be used in such
cases. When a speaker relates to us first
hand personal contact and experience
in the events of a world religious confer¬
ence held in Madras, India, describing
for us the simple yet dynamic character
of Mahatma Gandhi and the universal
Christian spirit of fellowship, brother¬
hood, and good will that prevailed at
that conference, describing them in such
a vivid and impressive manner that we
feel within ourselves the influence of
Ghandi and the spirit of Christian fel¬
lowship, the whole effect and spirit is
completely destroyed when we applaud.
It is at such times as these that the
speaker appreciates silence more than
applause.
Of course, applause should be sincere.
And we don't know whether or not we
enjoy a talk or a musical number unless
we really listen to it. Therefore the ba¬
sic problem for too many of us is not the
matter of applauding but the matter of
Dr. Archer Dies in Atlanta
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who has served Morehouse College faith¬
fully and wisely for many years.”
One of the most popular and effective
instructors Morehouse has ever known,
President Archer will be long remem¬
bered by tbe hundreds of men who went
through the College and the Academy
not only as their dean and later as their
president, but as their friend. His great¬
est contribution, perhaps, lies in the in¬
fluence he has had on the lives of men
who have been fortunate enough to know
him. He believed in clean sports and
clean victories, and it was during the
eight years that he was director of ath¬
letics and coach that Morehouse teams
were the undisputed champions in foot¬
ball.
In the second year of President Arch¬
er’s administration, Morehouse College
received “A” rating from the Associa¬
tion of Colleges and Secondary Schools
in the Southern States, which placed the
College on an equal basis with the lead¬
ing educational institutions in the South.
It was during his administration that the
successful drive for $600,000 was com¬
pleted, increasing the endowment to
more than a million dollars and marking
an important step toward guaranteeing
the perpetuity of the college.
On January 1, 1938, Dr. Archer was
awarded a scroll and placque by the
27 Club of Atlanta, in recognition of his
contribution to the social and educa¬
tional well-being of the citizens of this
city.
Dr. Archer was a member of the
Kappa Boule, the Omega Psi Phi Fra¬
ternity, and the Monday Club. At one
time he served as treasurer of the Con¬
servative Investment Corporation.
The deceased is survived by a wife,
Mrs. Anna Johnson Archer; three sons:
Samuel Howard, Jr., an instructor at
Booker T. Washington High School, At¬
lanta; Nelson Thomas, a member of the
faculty of Prairie View State College;
and Leonard Courtney, a member of the
faculty of Georgia Normal and Indus¬
trial College at Albany, Georgia; and a
sister, Mrs. Rosa Harrison, who made
her home with the family.
Funeral services were held in Sale
Hall January 19.
listening: we don’t applaud because we
don't listen. When we finally decide to
listen we should hear with both our ears
and our minds open. Then, after catch¬
ing the true flavor and spirit of the
speech, we will know whether it is ap¬
propriate to clap or inappropriate to
clap.
The matter of applause in chapel is
becoming a serious problem. Something
must be done about it.
Where Is Our Initiative?
There are very few social organiza¬
tions which are satisfactory to every
participant. On the other hand there are
few social situations which are not sat¬
isfactory to the majority of participants.
What, then, happens to those organiza¬
tions in which the majority are dissatis¬
fied? For the most part, 1 think we can
say that they either disintegrate from
pure lack of interest or. if we may use this
expression, “something is done about it”.
Because most of us come to college
expecting something grand and glorious,
we are likely to be disillusioned. Let us
take an example: If a fresbman has just
come out of high school where almost
everything was planned by tbe students
themselves and where the student gov¬
ernment “ran the school” or where at
least the students thought they did, she
will discover that she is in an almost
entirely different situation. Everything is
planned for her now, and though she is
older and a little wiser, her own judg¬
ment is worth somewhat less than for¬
merly. She often thinks that her choices
are confined to deciding whether or not
to comply with stipulated regulations and
not so much whether she will do what
is best of her own accord.
But should she let herself be thus dis¬
illusioned and do nothing about it? If
she had expected something grand and
glorious out of college life, why not
see that she gets it and gets it legiti¬
mately? What she meant by ‘‘something
grand and glorious” could not have been
that she wanted simply to slip through
college and live a life of ease. No, col¬
lege is not like that at all. What she
probably meant was that she wanted to
be just as necessary to the college as
she hoped the college would be to her.
If such a condition does not exist, then
why not speak up and express her views
and desires? She must not only be pre¬
pared but willing to offer something con¬
structive, to face opposition, and to
stand up for what she believes to be bet¬
ter. Classroom discussions, class and
campus organizations offer some medium
for action, but when opportunities are
not presented they must be made and
this calls for initiative. Continual com¬
plaints will get her nowhere, if she con¬
tinues to hold back and passively accept
that with which she is displeased.
Why don’t we, Spelman students,
profit by this girl’s experience? Let us
become alert to our opportunities, let us
attend all our meetings and take an ac¬
tive part in them, let us do our wrork
well, and let us accept the challenge to
do something on our own initiative!
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I)r. I. F. Davidson
Students, faculty and staff returning
from vacation the morning of January
2 were deeply saddened by the news that
Dr. Irville Fay Davidson who had gone to
New Orleans for his vacation was dead.
It was learned later that he had been
taken ill the next day after he regis¬
tered at the Hotel Monteleone, in New
Orleans, was removed to Baptist Hos¬
pital there December 24, developed
pneumonia, and died December 27.
President Read had had a telephone
conversation with one of Dr. Davidson's
sons in Syracuse, New York, who re¬
ferred her to the account of the death
in the New York Times for December 29
which not a person on the campus had
noticed.
Letters from the Staff to Hotel Mon¬
teleone and the Baptist Hospital brought
kindly replies. We here quote direct from
the account of his illness received by re¬
quest from the physician who attended
him in Baptist Hospital in New Or¬
leans :
“I attended Mr. Davidson in his last
illness. He became ill at the Monteleone
Hotel on the 24th of December and was
moved to the Baptist Hospital at once.
“He had lobar pneumonia, type 3,
which is extremely virulent and at his
age almost always fatal. He was given
every consideration and all modern the¬
rapeutic aids including chemotherapy
and pneumococcic serum. His condition
was considered serious from the begin¬
ning. It would be difficult to say if he
developed a cold during his journey.
“It was obvious that he was a gentle¬
man of high type and erudition.”
Dr. Davidson was a native of Wey¬
mouth, Massachusetts, his home was at
Annandale-on-Hudson, New York, and
he often spent his summer vacations on
the Maine Coast. He had his A. B. de¬
gree from Harvard in 1897 and A. M.
degree from the University of Chicago
in 1908. From St. Stephens College he
had an A. M. degree in 1907 and an L.
H. I), degree in 1914. He had had ex¬
tensive foreign travel and study in his
special field of classic languages, and lit¬
erature. especially in Italy and Greece.
His long experience as a teacher in¬
cluded the following: St. Thomas Hall
at Holly Springs. Mississippi. 1897-98;
Mt. Pleasant Military Academy, Ossi¬
ning, New A ork. and Lakewoo< 1 (Ne “W
Jersey) School, 1900-1904. lie had joined
St. Sephens College (now Bard) as an
instructor in Latin and Greek in 1898,
was made professor there in 1913. serv¬
ing also as Dean 1918-1923, and as act¬
ing president in 1919. He wa- retired
last year.
He had membership in the Classical
Association of the Atlantic States, in the
American Philological Association, in
DR. IRVILLE FAY DAVIDSON
The American Association of University
Professors, and in the Appalachian
Mountains Club.
Students of the affiliated system in the
graduate schools and Morehouse and
Spelman Colleges, though they had his
course only from mid-September until
December 21, 1940, were soon aware
that they had unusual opportunity in
their association with this man.
STUDENT OPINION
“He certainly knows his stuff and a
great deal besides” was one student’s re¬
mark.
He had unlimited patience in making
any matter clear and vast stores of ex¬
perience from study, travel, and observa¬
tion from which he drew skillfully. His
class-room manner was always that of
one in a pleasant conversation. His brief
pointed questions never startled one, but,
instead, opened the understanding of the
class and stimulated interest in fields of
classic literature and ancient history
and in modern problems or in any in¬
terest which fitted into the historical or
literary history. His daily class periods
were a continuous Renaissance to his
students.
Activities of Miss l oonier
MDs Kathryn Toomer. a June grad¬
uate of this year, visited the campus for
a short time on November 21. at which
time she told a few of her friends of
some of her activities in the community
about Baxley, where she i~ now teaching.
She directs Home Economics activities,
teaches eighth grade science, and coaches
basketball .
This is the first year that her school
has had a Home Economics Department,
and upon Mi's Toomer lay the responsi-
Negro ^ outh at the
Crossways
The “Negro 7 outh \t the Crossways,"
a report by Dr. E. Franklin Frazier to
the American A outh Commission of the
American Council on Education, is one
of a series of regional inquiries into
Negro personality development. It is of
particular interest because it deals with
a sectional phase of the Negro youth
problem probably least familiar to the
general public.
The “crossways" are the borderlands
between the Old South and the Yankee
North. Here the Negro has fled the ves¬
tigial remnants of rural Southern feud¬
alism and has become largely urban¬
ized with greater security and opportun¬
ity. He is still denied certain rights, but
caste restrictions are less rigid and race
antipathies less violent than in the Old
South. Besides the District of Columbia,
the border region includes Delaware,
Maryland, West Virginia, Kentucky, and
Missouri—those regions which became
differentiated from the Old South dur¬
ing the spread of the cotton culture.
Since the most important differentia¬
tion between the Old South and the
“crossways” is the greater urbanization
of Negroes in the latter region, the cities
of Washington and Louisville were se¬
lected for this study.
“Negro A outh At the Crossways” gives
us a motion picture of the lives of Negro
youth in these two representative cities
through interviews with many typical
representatives of both sexes and all
classes of young people and their par¬
ents. These studies were made from both
the psychological and sociological view¬
points, with the accent on the latter.
Every phase of life, from ambition to
sex, has been covered.
"Negro Youth At the Crossways" does
not attempt to suggest remedies for the
handicaps of youth in the transition be¬
tween two types of civilization, but it
offers fresh and valuable data on the
problem of Negro youth. It helps shed
light on today’s general youth problem.
bility of building up the equipment, and
organizing the curriculum. The Parent-
1 eachers V—ociation raised seventy-nine
dollars for the new department, with
which they bought some material and
began payment on a stove. Two sewing-
machines were given to them by members
of the community. Because her students
were unable to buy materials to sew up¬
on. she suggested that they make shoe
bags out of croker sack-. I hese were
attractive as well a- serviceable after
they had been hound with colored bias
(Continued on Page 8)
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IMorrc I)e Lamix
The salvation of world democracy lies
in American leadership; this was the
theme of Pierre de Lanux's address at
Spelman College on Sunday afternoon,
January 5, at the three o’clock Vesper
Hour. M. de Lanux is a French refu¬
gee, an author, lecturer, and formerly
Director of the Paris Office of the
League (if Nations. He has been a mem¬
ber of the French Legion of Honor and
a member of the French High Commis¬
sion to the United States. Mr. de Lanux
has also been a radio commentator for
C.B.S. from Paris, a war correspondent
in the Balkans and a captain in the
French ambulance corps.
As a lecturer he has visited forty-four
of the states in the Union. He has served
as visiting professor at William and
Mary College, University of North Caro¬
lina. Carleton College, Pomona College
and Reed College. Some of the books he
has written are: Life of Henry IV, Sad,
and Return to Man.
M. de Lanux paid tribute in the begin¬
ning of his address to the late Dr. John
Hope of Atlanta University. He felt
that Dr. Hope, if he were alive today,
would be concerned with the same things
that men are wondering about the pres¬
ent world conflict.
“This conflict is not one of rivalry
and imperialism,” said the speaker, “but
one which concerns the place of the hu¬
man in man’s community.’ Shall man
live for the sake of the state or shall the
state operate and work for man?
For the first time in history two great
trends have merged. They are the spir¬
itual urge and the democratic urge, Chris¬
tianity and democracy. People fighting
for one of these must fight for both.
Some have said it is useless to fight for
democracy, because democracy has
failed. In 1919, it was said that the
world was made safe for democracy, but
here we are back in a worse situation
than we were in 1919.
M. de Lanux pointed out that democ¬
racy did not fail, but the people failed to
support it.. True, in 1919 the world was
made safe for democracy; but these
democratic principles were not practiced.
The democratic nations let aggressors
commit their crimes, they failed to re¬
move the causes for war, and they hoped
for peace, but did not keep it. Instead of
carrying out a democratic creed, the na¬
tions took for their motto, ‘‘Am I my
brother’s keeper?”
In spite of what he said about the
failure in the execution of democratic
principles. M. de Lanux took an optimis¬
tic viewpoint. He said that he does not be¬
lieve that the Dutch, the Czechs, the
French, or any of the German captives
will remain subservient to Hitler. It is
only a matter of time before Hitler’s
Claire Coei in Organ Recital
Spelman students and visitors enjoyed
a rare musical treat as they listened to
an excellent organ recital in Sisters
Chapel, January 8, by the eminent artist.
Claire Coci. The audience was highly
appreciative of the masterful way in
which she handled the stops and the
manner in which she sounded every pos¬
sible resource of the great organ.
Her program included Toccata and
Fugue in D Minor, Bach; Chorale Prel¬
ude: “My heart is filled with longing,
Bach, which was slow, impressive and
stately; Noel, D’Agnin, which had a per¬
sistent theme; and Sonata on the 94th
Psalm, Renbke. Ilenbke was a German
composer, 1834-1858, a pupil of Liszt
and a great musician. He wrote only one
composition and was possessed with the
Wagnerian style of writing. The selec¬
tion was continuous, played without a
break. Other numbers included “0 7ion ',
Miller; Stella Munis, Dupre; Une Taba-
tiene a Musique (A Musical Snuff-Box),
Liadon-Coci; Berceuse, Vierne; Finale
from First Symphony, Vierne; with
Rondo or “Le Cuckoo”, Coci, as an en¬
core. “O Zion” was a very descriptive
number in that it possessed such mystic,
weird qualities, that there was a sugges¬
tion of uncertainty, despondency, hope.
Miss Coci possesses a rare technique
and skill. She demonstrated the many
possibilities of the organ for producing
dramatic effects.
Miss Myra Whittaker
An interesting and wide-awake visi¬
tor on the campus during the holidays
and into the new year was Miss Myra
Whittaker, of the Baptist Institute in
Philadelphia.
She first became acquainted with the
student body at the prayer service of
January 2, at which she was the leader.
Miss Fleming, who is from this Institute,
introduced Miss Whittaker as the per¬
son who influenced her to come to Spel¬
man. During her stay here, Miss Whit¬
taker met with several informal groups,
exchanging valuable ideas and expe¬
riences with the students and teachers.
power will disintegrate. It may be a
decade, a generation, or a century, but,
if America assumes her expected leader¬
ship, the dissolving of Hitler’s rule will
be accelerated.
America has weapons with which she
can accomplish her leadership, namely,
gold and ideals, beliefs and creeds. Twice
in her history America has taken the
lead: when she won her independence
and when she defended democracy. M.
de Lanux believes that America has a
chance to exert the greatest leadership
ever exerted by any country.
In conclusion, he said that if America
DONALD GRANT
Lecture on World Affairs
The first University Convocation of the
new year on January 2 had as its speak¬
er Donald Grant, Scottish author and lec¬
turer. Taking the subject “Britain Now
Strikes — War for the Mediterranean
and Africa”, Mr. Grant surveyed exist¬
ing conditions in Europe and Africa, il¬
lustrating and making clear his talk by
means of maps. Entirely optimistic re¬
garding the ultimate success of Great
Britain in the war against Germany, Mr.
Grant stressed the fact that the newspa¬
pers, magazines, and other sources that
give discouraging accounts of the inade¬
quacy of Great Britain in the war are
usually just so much propaganda, and,
as such, should not be credited. On Jan¬
uary 3, Mr. Grant spoke again at a Fo¬
rum in the Atlanta University Library,
on the subject “A New Order in the
Orient”.
A graduate of the University of Edin¬
burg, Donald Grant has had extensive
connections with international affairs.
After the first World War, he was en¬
gaged in relief work in France, Switzer¬
land. Austria, Soviet Russia, Germany,
and the Balkans. Following the war he
was an organizer throughout Europe of
the European Student Relief, now known
as the International Student Service. Mr.
Grant is well acquainted with the League
of Nations, having spent many years in
Geneva, where he was in international
peace work. An honorary member of
the University of Graz, Donald Grant
holds the Gold Medals of the Universi¬
ties of Vienna and Innsbruck.
He is one of the most interesting and
well informed speakers ever to visit
Spelman.
plays her part of leadership, the turn of
the tide will begin soon, and we won’t
have to wait fifty years for Hitler’s rule
to disintegrate.
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Directors Entertain l niver-
sitv Players >vitli Tea Dance
A pleasant affair indeed was the Tea
Dance with which the Directors, Miss
Cooke and Mr. Dodson, entertained the
members of the University Players Sat¬
urday. January 11, from 3 to 5 o’clock in
the Theatre. Greeted by the charming
hostess, Miss Cooke, one was struck by
some change in the atmosphere and ap¬
pearance of the Theatre as he got the
mellow tones of music supplied by Ken¬
neth Barton, Levi Mann, and Dick
Clark. Immediately all eyes were drawn
towards the gleaming table so beauti¬
fully decorated and laid with its silver
service. Revolving hostesses, charming
in manner, were serving tea or coffee.
The unique little napkins with “Univer¬
sity Players” printed on them in gold
were also used for souvenirs.
The afternoon was well rounded off
with dancing to very sweet music. A
pleasant feeling of enjoyment prevailed.
This was truly one of the most en¬
joyed and pleasant affairs of our college
year so far.
Art Exhibits Shown in
Library
A group of leading artists of the state
of Georgia have organized an exhibition
of thirteen paintings which were recent¬
ly on view on the Exhibition room of
the Atlanta University Library. These
works were carefully selected to form an
exhibition tour throughout the southern
region during 1941.
Of the artists represented, five were
chosen to represent Georgia at the New
York World’s Fair in 1939. They are
Horace Day of Augusta; Lamar Dodd,
head of the Art Department of the Uni¬
versity of Georgia; Marjorie Conant
Bush-Brown of Atlanta; Edward S.
Shorter of the Columbia Art Associa¬
tion; Hale Woodruff of Atlanta Univer¬
sity; and George Ramey of Atlanta. La¬
mar Dodd submitted a very impressive
carnival scene called “Ticket Office ;
Hale Woodruff, a typical Georgian “Au¬
tumn Landscape”; and Mrs. Bush-
Brown, a skillfully painted head of a
Negro girl.
In the foyer of the Library an exhibit
of “The Negro in American Life, IV ’ is
being shown. It covers a period from the
19th Century to the present day. Later
in the month there will be shown in the
Exhibition Room an exhibit of original
etchings, engravings, and lithographs by
contemporary artists of America; and in
February there will be shown an exhibit
of paintings by prominent Negro artists.
Patronize Our Vdvcrtisers
Social Events
President and Mrs. Benjamin E. Mays
entertained the students and faculty of
Spelman and Morehouse Colleges with
a tea Sunday. January 5, from 4 to 6
o’clock at their home on Morehouse
Campus. As each guest greeted the host
and hostess their ready conversation
made their guests have a feeling of mak¬
ing a pleasant call. Mrs. Lewis and Mrs.
Birrton served hot punch at the per¬
fectly appointed table which was sup¬
plied with various cakes, attractive ca¬
nape sandwiches, and candies. The de¬
lightful hospitality of Dr. and Mrs.
Mays spread an atmosphere of cordiality
among the guests.
Christmas cheer spread over Spelman
College Campus on December 20, when
each housemother helped prepare a
Christmas party for the students of
Morehouse North and South, Morgan,
and Packard halls. The dormitories were
beautifully decorated with Christmas
(Continued on Page 8)
Series of Forums Concluded
December 18 marked the conclusion
of the Forum Series begun October 9th,
and sponsored by the department of
Sociology at Morehouse College in co¬
operation with the state-wide Public Fo¬
rum Project for Negroes, supervised by
the National Youth Administration.
The forums were eight in number and
the speakers, all specialists in their
fields, imparted a wealth of information
concerning pregnant Negro problems.
I he list of speakers and their subjects
included: President Rufus E. Clement of
Atlanta University, " The Negro as a
1 actor in the 1940 Presidential Elec¬
tion ; President Benjamin E. Mays of
Morehouse College, “The Religious Life
and Needs of Negro Students”; Mr. Wil¬
lis Laurence James of the Music depart¬
ment at Spelman College, “Music in the
Every-Day Life of the Negro”; Dr. Wil¬
liam H. Dean of the department of Eco¬
nomics at Atlanta University, “The Ne¬
gro Faces Unemployment and Underem¬
ployment ; Dr. W. E. Dubois, chairman
of the department of Sociology at At¬
lanta University, “A Critical Analysis of
National Negro Service Organizations';
Dr. I ra De A. Reid of the department
of Sociology at Atlanta University, “The
Urban Negro as a Population Problem”;
Colonel Austin T. Walden, Atlanta at¬
torney. “The Negro and Party Policies”;
and Horace Mann Bond. President of
lort Valley State College, “The Rural
Negro as a Population Problem”.
Bernard Robinson of the Morehouse
department of Sociology served as chair¬
man of the series.
“Phylon** Begins Autobiog¬
raphy of William Stanley
Braitliwaite
In the current issue of “Phylon”. “the
Atlanta University Review of Race and
Culture”, the editors have begun publi¬
cation of the life story of Dr. William
Stanley Braitliwaite, professor of crea¬
tive literature at Atlanta University and
for years an outstanding critic of Amer¬
ican letters. The January issue also con¬
tains a four-color reproduction of the
Talladega Library Murals by Hale Wood¬
ruff. noted artist; and contributions by
George E. Haynes of the Federal Coun¬
cil of Churches; Alfonso Elder. Dean of
North Carolina College for Negroes;
Joseph F. Roucek, associate professor of
political science at Hofstra College; and
Leslie Pinckney Hill. President of Chey-
ney State Teachers College.
The title of the long-awaited Braith-
waite autobiography is “The House Un¬
der Arcturus.” Of his childish years,
when he wrore his hair twisted in what
was then known as cuck-a-too, the writer
recalls “A more Fauntleroyish young¬
ster is inconceivable”. At this period
above all else, Braitliwaite the youngster
“wanted to write books like Shake¬
speare”.
1 hough William Stanley Braitliwaite
is best known for the 17 annual editions
of his Anthology of Magazine Verse and
his volumes of poetry, many of the sa¬
lient features of his life have been de¬
veloped around his friendship and ac¬
quaintance with such outstanding lit¬
erary personalities as William Dean
Howells, Edward Arlington Robinson,
Amy Lowell, and Conrad Aiken.
There are other chapters in this fas¬
cinating tale of a great man’s life which
will be published in subsequent issues of
‘‘Phylon”.
Yule Log Service
The impressive Yule Log Service held
by Spelman students who remained on
the campus during the holidays mani¬
fested the elevated spirit of Christmas.
1 he service, held in the Fireplace Din¬
ing Room of Morgan Hall, was begun
with the singing of Christmas carols.
After Antoinette Clifford repeated a
Christmas Poem, Rae Jamison read The
Significance of the Yule Log Service
which explained the origin and mean¬
ing of the service as it is observed in
England. Then Hazel Davis and Ernes¬
tine Strickland, dressed in colorful win¬
ter outfits, brought in the Yule Log
which was decorated in red and white
cellophane and holly and sprinkled with
artificial snow. After the log was placed
on the andirons and the fire lighted,
chosen representatives from the various




( Rescued from the pages of an examina-
tion Blue Book )
In recent years the place of the gen¬
tleman in totalitarian states has under¬
gone grave changes. Before this type of
government gained such a strong hold
in these states, the gentleman occupied
a place of honor there. He was highly
respected hy all people because he con¬
cerned himself with the business of keep¬
ing high his own standards of living
and of doing his utmost to help raise
the standards of his fellow citizens. With
the coming of the totalitarian govern¬
ment, the gentleman was knocked down
from his place above the crowds, pushed
back into a dark corner and found that
he must become either a refugee or a
machine. The true gentleman usually
chose the refugee’s fate, so now his place
is almost empty in those states.
The gentleman’s hope for a place in
the future lies with the coming genera¬
tions What they do may pave the way
for him tomorrow. If the young people,
who form the gigantic group coming on,
insist upon feeding their bodies and not
their mind, there will he nowhere for
the future gentleman to stand. If, on
the other hand, these youngsters interest
themselves in the fine arts of life: music,
books, paintings, and in the fine points
of life: courtesy, kindness, pleasant
speech —the gentleman of tiie future will
find his way already prepared. The com¬
ing generation, by drifting along on a
common plane could so prepare the
world that it would want only to con¬
tinue life in that rut. If that be the case,
the gentleman would be rejected and
would have to struggle on, on the out¬
skirts of society, without ever making a
path to the inside. The ghosts of all the
gentlemen of the past join their cries
with those of the gentlemen of the pres¬
ent in entreating the coming genera¬




Having chosen Science and Religion
for their Sunday School course, the
members of Dr. H. V. Eagleson’s class
have greatly profited from their choice.
From the beginning the discussions
proved to be free-for-all debates. These
have been give-and-take arguments be¬
hind which a spirit of friendliness pre¬
vails. Perhaps the fact that the class is
made up of students from each of the
college classes and of all majors, par¬
tially explains the incessant disagree¬
ments. However, these discussions have
proved lively, interesting, and informing
under the leadership of Dr. Eagleson.
At the first meetings the class at-
What Do You Owe?
By Dr. Charles Stelzle
If anyone tells you that there’s no need
to become a better worker and a clearer
thinker because some time soon there’s
going to be a social revolution that will
usher in the millenium, you can make
up your mind that he’s either a liar or
a fool—for no matter what kind of so¬
cial system may develop, there will still
be need for men with brains—and brains
will continue to rule the world as long
as the world shall last.
If you're tempted to shout about what
the world owes you, just stop and think
about what you owe the world. You can’t
do a day’s work without getting the
benefit of others’ sacrifices and labor in
the past. In most cases it means that
the thought and ingenuity of a century
or more, resulting in better tools and de¬
vices, make your job easier or better.
And you owe it to future generations to
do something that will make their tasks
lighter.
Remember that the value of your life
is measured not by its length but by its
quality. Methuselah was the oldest man
in the world. He lived to be 969 years
old. But you may get as much out of
your life in forty years as he did in near¬
ly a thousand, and you may put as much
into it.
You will meet with opposition—ev¬
erybody does—but keep in mind that
you never do permanent damage to a
stream by damming it—you simply lift
it higher. It’s the same way with men.
Opposition deepens life, and produces
power. A man who always has his own
way is sure to become a mere trickle,
and like many streams that were never
dammed, he soon dries up.
tempted to define the terms science and
religion. Even here occurred much dif¬
ference of opinion and several defini¬
tions for each term had to be consid¬
ered to please the group. There were
some who believed that the definitions
were too narrow because they applied
directly to the Christian religion, exclud¬
ing other beliefs. Others disagreed.
Having finally selected definitions the
class tried to discover if there were con¬
flicts between science and religion. Again
after much discussion the class con¬
cluded that there were. Many of these
conflicts were named and studied. These
studies led us to believe that conflicts
were brought about by the contradiction
of scientific laws and theories and be¬
liefs in the miracles and mysteries per¬
formed by the gods and disciples of
the various religions.
Interested to the n’th degree, these
students are looking forward to even
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At the Si«£ii of the Blue
On Sunday evening, January 5. Miss
Myra Whittaker of Philadelphia, who
visited our campus during the holidays
and into the new year, had charge of the
“Y” meeting that was held in Morehouse
South.
The group sat in a circle and read in
union “The One Thousandth Psalm” by
Edward Everett Hale. The most inter¬
esting part of the meeting was the se¬
lection of a favorite hymn by each per¬
son, who explained why the hymn was
her favorite. Miss Whittaker’s points on
each hymn added a great deal of inter¬
est as the hymns were sung.
Biology Club News
The third meeting of the Biology Club
was held Friday afternoon, January 10th,
in the office of Ur. Albro, sponsor. The
main work of the day was sorting, cut¬
ting, and pasting articles for the Club’s
project for the year, the Biology Scrap
Book.
Dr. Alhro brought a new product to
be tested by the Club members. This
product was candy made from whey, a
by-product of the cheese industry, sent
to subscribers by The Things of Science.
After an enjoyable afternoon the Club
was adjourned until the next meeting
which will he held February 15. All
members are urged to be present.
Le Cercle I)u Francais
Le Cercle du Francais de Spelman en¬
tertained the joint meeting of the two
clubs, Morehouse and Spelman, in the
living room of Morehouse North. This
meeting, not unlike the others, had some¬
thing different to offer: They played a
French game that teased the brain; a
brief monologue was well portrayed by
Jennelsie Walden; and Dorothy Bar¬
nett and Mr. Lee Jett cleverly acted out
a French skit that lent a hit of humor to
the atmosphere. Delicate cookies, color¬
ful punch, and “bon-bons” were served.
Sunday night, January 5, marked an¬
other grand triumph in the life of Le
Cercle du Francais. Monsieur Pierre de-
Lanux was honored at a tea given at
President Read's home, from seven un¬
til eight p. m. Monsieur del.anux proved
himself to be a great man, both in intel¬
ligence and in his delicate sensibilities;
he held the close attention of everyone
as lie gave hi- comments on problems
dealing with the crisis in Europe.
It is not often that the students have
Book Club
Carolyn Taylor 44
On W ednesday evening, December 18,
as a freshman, with a pillow under her
arm. started across the campus, the fol¬
lowing conversation took place:
Upper classman: Say, freshman,
where are you going with that pillow?
Freshman: To Mrs. Lyons’ house.
Upper classman (to herself): Uph,
poor child, thinks she can sit demerits
out.
Freshman (overhearing the upper¬
classman) : Oh no, not that way. She has
invited the Book Club to hold its first
meeting in her home. Pardon me, hut 1
can't afford to he late at a meeting in
her home.
Upper classman: These important
freshmen.
The freshman was on time for the
meeting and all were welcomed by the
sponsors of the club. As this student en¬
tered the room, to her surprise a glow¬
ing fire in an open fireplace greeted her,
a real fire hut not for the firemen. As
she stood there gazing into the fire, the
expression on each one’s face seemed
to bring to her reminiscences of home,
but in a few minutes she realized the
why of the occasion and sat down on
her pillow with the others in semi-circles
around the fire. The room was full.
Nina Charlton, the chairman of the
program committee, called the group to
order and when everything was ready
Lelabelle Freeman discussed Josephine
Lawrence’s But You Are Young. Her dis¬
cussion was so interesting that it awak¬
ened a desire in the group to hear about
other groups. Other hooks discussed in
this manner were Gina Kaus’ Portrait
of an Empress by Jeanne Spurlock; Er¬
nest Hemingway’s For IThom the Bell
Tolls by Ernestine Horton; Emily
Bronte’s Wuthering Heights by Clau¬
dette Jefferson; Lloyd C. Douglas’
Magnificent Obsession by Gwendolyn
Harrison; Richard Wright’s Native Son
by Johnnie Hunter; and Emily Loring’s
It's a Great World by Nina Charlton;
Victor Hugo’s Les Miserables by Caro¬
lyn Taylor.
After the discussion of the hooks the
group had a corn popping. The Book
Club was glad to have as its honor guest
Miss M. Mae Neptune of the English de¬
partment. The members of the club are
sure that the discussion of the books is
creating a wide interest in books.
the honor and the privilege to enjoy the
company of such an unbiased, frank
and sensible person. One of the club
members voiced the opinions and the
impressions of the members of both
clubs and visitors when he remarked
after the tea: “That is a man of might
in its true meaning”.
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Yule Log Service
(Continued from Page 5)
classes, Jeanne Spurlock, Juanita Sam¬
uels, Elizabeth Lipford. and Lula Prater,
made wishes and threw a sprig of holly
into the fire. President Read made a
wish that the students, while enjoying a
peaceful Christmas season, would re¬
member war-torn Europe.
After the Yule Log Service, the stu¬
dents were each given a candle which
was lighted from the flames of the ''t ule
Log and which they carried as they sang
carols. The well-known poem, ’Tivas the
Night Before Christmas, was read just
before the group disbanded.
Living Together Peacefully
Carolyn Taylor 44
One of man’s greatest problems is that
of living with others peacefully. One
morning when 1 was looking out of my
window as classes were changing, I
heard a student make this remark to a
friend. “You know one thing, if Mrs. X
doesn't move Y out of that room with
me I’m going to move into the hall, be¬
cause that room is too small for both
of us.” As I looked at this student I
imagined that I followed her home.
After greeting her parents she went to
the telephone and called her friends.
Then she turned the radio on. first to
the station of her city and then to Eng¬
land, France, and other foreign coun¬
tries. As she listened my mind returned
to Spelman and 1 drew this conclusion:
man in his modern inventions has drawn
the four corners of the earth closer to¬
gether. so that he can sit in his home
and listen to people talk thousands of
miles away merely by turning a knob
or pressing a button; but in all his in¬
ventions he has not invented anything
that will make him live peacefully with
his next door neighbor, or even his room¬
mate. The solution to this problem is to
obey the commandment of Christ that




January 20 at the eight o’clock chapel
service. Miss Alma Stone thrilled the
audience of about 300 students with her
brilliant rendition at the piano.
The program, a brief one of two num¬
bers. showed a great contrast between
the types of music composed in two dif¬
ferent periods of music, the Romantic
and the Modern. The first selection was
Schertzo by Chopin and it chaiacterized
its period by the domination of the mel¬
ody. The other number was a novelty
one by a modern composer. William
Grant Still. Its outstanding elements
Jokes About Doctors
Fussy lady patient—“I was suffering
so much, doctor, that I wanted to die”.
Doctor—“You did right to call me in,
dear lady”.
Doctor: “Shall I make an affidavit to
the fact that he is dead?”
Coroner: “No; merely state that you
treated him.”
“Well, well,” said Dr. Bigbill as he
met a former patient on the street, “I'm
glad to see you again, Mr. Brown. How
are you this morning?”
“First, doctor,” said Brown cautious¬
ly, “does it cost anything to tell you?”
Patient—“Doctor, what I need is some¬
thing to stir me up—something to put me
in fighting trim. Did you put anything
like that in this prescription?”
Doctor—“No. You will find that in the
bill."
The doctor stood by the bedside, and
looked gravely down at the sick man.
“I can not hide from you the fact that
you are very ill,” he said. “Is there any
one you would like to see?”
“Yes,” said the sufferer faintly.
“Who is it?”
“Another doctor.”
The instructor in the Medical College
exhibited a diagram.
“The subject here limps,” he ex¬
plained. “because one leg is shorter than
the other.”
He then turned to one of the students,
and addressed him:
“Now, Mr. Sneed, what would you do
in such a case?”
Young Sneed pondered earnestly and
replied with conviction: “1 have an idea,
sir. that I should limp, too. ’
were the rhythm and the odd chord ef¬
fects.
Miss Stone showed herself to be a ver¬
satile pianist by playing with equal skill
the two pieces of such different types.
Her poise was easily noted and her ex¬
cellent technique was readily detected by
the bell-like tinkle she gave to the pas¬
sages filled with runs. The Spelman stu¬
dents gave Miss Stone hearty applause.
Social Events
( Continued from Page 5 )
gayeties and each hall had a Christmas
tree. All of this added much joy to the
evening of entertainment.
President and Mrs. Benjamin E. Mays
gave an “at home” for the faculty mem¬
bers of Spelman and Morehouse Colleges
and other Christmas guests, at their
residence on December 26.
AnnualWatch Night Service
The Spelman students who spent this
Christmas vacation on the campus had
the usual opportunity of watching the
old year pass into limbo in the lire Side
Dining Room on Tuesday night, Decem¬
ber 31.
From 10:15 to 11:30 the girls enjoyed
a home-like social hour of games and
music. Corn was popped and served
crisp and fresh.
Promptly at 11:30, the mood changed
to one of devotion. Mrs. Jeffries, Dean
of Freshmen, in the absence of Dean
Lyons, conducted the service. She gave
a short talk on the old and the new. us¬
ing as Scripture references Mai. 4:1-6
and Jn. 15:1-10, after which she read
the beautiful poem “Great Silences” by
Killian. Favorite hymns were sung and
sentence prayers made by the girls. As
the old year closed and the new year
dawned the girls sat in silent medita¬
tion and prayer.
The meeting was closed with the soft
singing of the prayer hymn “Dear Lord
and Father of Mankind”, to the tune
of “Should Auld Acquaintance Be For¬
got?” Chairs and tables were put in or¬
der and the girls departed to their sev¬
eral dormitories to get their first wink
of sleep in 1941.
Activities of Miss Toomer
(Continued from Page 3)
tape. Miss Toomer has taught the stu¬
dents to make rugs out of shucks, and
relates that she has many times been
forced to use whatever she could when
materials that she has been accustomed
to having are not obtainable.
One of the most interesting of her
experiences was making an incubator out
of a large basket to save a baby which
had been born prematurely. The basket
she stuffed to prevent drafts, and used
fruit jars full of hot water to supply
heat. She also developed a milk formula
for its feeding, and rejoices in the fact
that the baby is now out of the incuba¬
tor and is increasing steadily in size
and weight.
At the school where Miss loonier is
teaching there are 350 students and ten
grades. They are working to improve the
school so that it may some day become
accredited.
